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GREAT BLAKENHAM  

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish -  Wednesday 10th May 2017 at 6.00pm 
in the Parish Room, Stowmarket Road, Great Blakenham. 

 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 6.00 pm and welcomed all attending the 
Meeting. 
Seven members of the public were present. 
 

1.To receive and approve any apologies for absence.  

Apologies were received from District Cllr. Welsby. 

 

2. Public Forum 

a. To receive the County Councillor’s report 

County Councillor Field delivered his report. The pedestrian crossing on Stowmarket 

Road has not been installed, although the funding for it has been set aside. This is 

frustrating for all concerned, but Cllr. Field will continue to put pressure on Highways 

to complete the project. 

It is proving difficult to find a place to build the planned new preschool in the village. 

The best area is a small area of land near the Village Hall, but there are difficulties 

establishing the ownership. 

b. To receive reports from District Councillors. 

District Councillor Welsby was not present. 

c. To receive questions from members of the public (allow 15 minutes).  

There were no questions from members of the public. 

 

3. To approve the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 18th May 

2016. 

The Chairman read out the Draft Minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting of the Parish. 

These were approved and signed by the Chairman as true and correct record of the 

Meeting. 

 

4. Chairman’s Annual Report 

The Chairman delivered his Annual Report for 2016/2017 – copy attached and 

available from the Clerk. He outlined the various challenges that the Council had met 

during the year and said that he felt confident that, as a result of this, the Council 

was now in a much stronger position and would be able to continue pushing for the 

many infrastructure improvements that are so clearly needed in the village. 

 

5. To receive the Report from the Village Hall Management Committee. 

The Chairman of the VHMC presented the annual report.  It has been a challenging 

couple of years for the Village Hall. Funding is down generally for Village Halls. The 

increase in the population of the village has not been reflected in increased bookings 
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for the Hall. 

The Committee are trying to increase usage and income. Suggestions for new 

regular events are always welcome. The Hall needs some work to be done on it and, 

as funding has been cut, it is proving difficult to find the resources for this to be 

carried out. 

 

6. To receive the Report from Claydon High School. 

The report provided by the Headteacher of Claydon High School was read out and 

noted.  

 

7. To receive any other reports of Village groups or activities.  

There was a report on the Cycle Speedway Club. This has had a very successful 

year. There a lot of children becoming interested in the sport and membership is now 

about forty, with members ranging in age from five to fifty five. Members come from 

as far away as Capel St. Mary. The Club were runners up in Division One last year. 

The Club now has a Facebook page and a website. 

 

The Chairman closed the Meeting at 6.27 pm with thanks to all those who had 

attended. 
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