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GREAT BLAKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 12th April 2017 at 7.00pm in the Parish 

Room, Stowmarket Road, Great Blakenham. 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors Steve Plume (Chairman), Karen Peters (Deputy Chairman), Widge 
Bowman, David Jones. 
Clerk to the Council – Janet Gobey. 
County and District Councillor John Field.  
One member of the public. 
 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7.00pm. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence. 
None 
 
2. Councillors declaration of interest appropriate to any item on the Agenda. 
a. None. 
b. To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest (if any). 
None. 
c. To grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate. 
None 

 
3. Public Forum 
a. To receive the report from County and District Councillor Field. 
A change in the process for setting speed limits is being considered. 
Claydon High School is moving to Academy Status. 
Cllr. Field is continuing to work with Highways and other parties to solve the mud on the roads 
problem, as well as the issues with flooding. SCC think that there are several drainage 
problems that may be interlinked. Cllr Field is trying to arrange a meeting at Addison way with 
a Parish representative and Highways. 
He has now found who owns the land under the road up to Blueleighs and will contact them to 
discuss the concerns of Blueleighs residents about the state of the road. 
b. To receive the report from District Councillor Welsby. 
Not present 
c. Questions from members of the public. 
A member of the public raised the matter of the road layout at the roundabout which links to 
the A14. Since it was redone, problems have been increasing and traffic queues are growing. 
It also now needs resurfacing. The Chairman said that he felt everybody who used that stretch 
of road would agree that there are major problems. Cllr. Field agreed with this and said that 
he felt that more across hatching would help. The Chairman has a dashcam video showing 
some of the problems with flooding there and will forward it to Cllr. Field. 
ACTION: Cllr. Plume 
The Public Forum was closed at 7.40 pm. 
 
4. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th March 2017  
The Minutes of the 8th March 2017 Meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a 
true and correct record of the Meeting. 
 
5. To note the Clerk’s update from previous Meetings. 
An article had gone InTouch asking residents to suggest where new grit, dog and waste bins 
could be sited. 
The new noticeboard has been ordered from Signscape. 
The Clerk had been unable to find a contact to email about reseeding the verge. Cllr. Field 
suggested a contact. 
The two new grit bins have been ordered. 
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6. Planning 
a. To consider the following planning applications: 

0936/17  
 

3 Hydra Court, Orion Business 
Park, Addison Way, Great 
Blakenham IP6 0LW 

Proposal: Change of use of building 
from B2 to D2 - Assembly and 
Leisure for a combat sports and 
personal training centre. There will be 
no structural changes to the building 
or the surrounding area. 

0943/17 30 Mulberry Gardens, Great 
Blakenham IP6 0HU 

Proposal: Erection of first floor 
extension. 

1201/17 11 Keytes Way, Great Blakenham 
IP6 0NE 

Proposal: Erection of a first floor and 
rear extension. 

  Councillors agreed unanimously that they had no objection to any of these applications. 
b. To note any planning determinations. 
None. 
c. Any other planning matters for information only. 
None. 
 
7. Governance 
a. To note the resignation of Councillor Waller. 
Councillors noted this resignation. 
b. To consider methods for recruitment of new Councillors. 
Cllr. Peters suggested a leaflet drop to each home in the village. The Chairman asked 
Councillors to send ideas for the content to the Clerk. 
ACTION: All Councillors. 
Clerk to produce a draft for the next Meeting. 
ACTION: Clerk 
Councillors agreed to have 100 copies of the leaflet printed. 
c. To approve the appointment of a new cheque signatory. 
Cllr Jones volunteered to undertake this role and Councillors agreed to this with thanks. 
d. To resolve to set up a direct debit for the Parish Council mobile phone. 
The Clerk explained that the direct debit for the new Council mobile phone was currently set 
up on her personal account, because the company who provided the phone did not deal with 
business accounts.  Councillors resolved that the Clerk should arrange for a direct debit from 
the Council’s bank account. 
ACTION: Clerk 
e. To note the Clerk’s extra hours. 
Councillors noted 49 extra hours for the Clerk in March. 
f.  To note the Clerk’s mileage. 
This was not available. 
g. To resolve to open a new account for water supply with Anglian Water Business. 
The Chairman explained that in November, the Council’s account with Anglian Water had 
been closed down and that none of the bills from Anglian Water after that had been seen by 
the Parish Council or the Clerk. Anglian Water were investigating why the account had been 
closed. The Clerk  had been unable to reopen the account due to the changes in water 
supply legislation and had been advised that a new account would have to be opened with 
Anglian Water Business, one of the successor companies to Anglian Water. 
Cllr. Peters proposed that a new account be set up with Anglian Water Business. This was 
seconded by Cllr. Bowman and agreed unanimously by Councillors. 
ACTION: Clerk. 
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8. Allotments 
a. To receive a progress report on the attempt to purchase the allotment land. 
The Clerk said that there had been no reply from the landowners, so she had contacted their 
land agent, who had not had any instructions from the landowners in the matter.  Councillors 
agreed that the offer of a meeting should be made, either here or at the landowner’s 
premises. 
ACTION: Clerk  
b. To receive a report on the occupancy of the allotments 
The Clerk said that eighteen of the plots are now let, either to returning plot holders or new 
people. One new plot holder has taken over a plot with a shed on it that is secured with a 
heavy duty padlock. As a result, the new plot holder cannot get into the shed. The Clerk has 
attempted to contact the previous plot holder, but without success. Councillors agreed that 
the Clerk could cut the padlock off, as the plot had been given up by the previous tenant. 
ACTION: Clerk 
 
9. Village Maintenance 
a. To consider complaints about parking on Chequers Rise. 
Cllr. Jones said that the amount of vehicles parked near the main road was making turning 
in and out of Chequers Rise hazardous and was inconveniencing residents. The Chairman 
said that illegal or dangerous parking was a police matter and that it should be reported 
using Suffolk Constabulary’s website. Cllr. Jones said he would also write to the Chief 
Constable about this. 
b. To determine the location of two new dog waste bins and one litter bin. 
Councillors agreed that one dog bin could be located between Forum Close and Emperor 
Drive once the construction and landscaping work is completed. 
The Clerk said that a parishioner had suggested that a dog bin should be placed beside the   
start of the river path on Gipping Road near the A14, opposite the parking area. She had 
checked on the Ordinance Survey Map and this is within the parish boundary for Claydon 
and Whitton. Councillors agreed that  a bin could not be placed there by Great Blakenham 
Parish Council. 
The Chairman asked Councillors to think of other possible locations for the waste bin and 
the dog bin. 
ACTION: Councillors 
c. To determine the location of grit bins in Chequers Rise. 
It was agreed that one bin could go where the pile of grit already is on the first part of 
Chequers Rise. A possible location for the second is Forum Close/Emperor Drive. 
The Chairman asked Councillors to think of other possible locations for the second grit bin. 
ACTION: Councillors. 
 
10. Training and Development for Councillors and Clerk 
a. To note the following training already booked (if any). 
Clerks CILCA Intensive Course - £250.00 +VAT. 
Councillors noted this. 
b. To consider any other training requests. 
Councillor Plume – Understanding Annual Meetings - £22.00 +VAT. Budgeting workshop - 
£28.00+VAT. 
Clerk – Information Law - £25.00+VAT. 
Councillors approved these requests. 
 
 
11. Finance 
a. To note the following cheques signed out of Meeting. 
None. 
b. To consider approving and making the following payments: 
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Impact Landscaping Churchyard and cemetery 
maintenance for March 2017 

£546.00 LGA 1972 s214(6) 
LGA 1972, s.215  
 

Great Blakenham 
Parish Room 

Room hire (March 2017) £20.00 LGA 1972 s111 

Janet Gobey – 
Clerk’s expenses 

Clipboard. Bluetooth headset, 
case and screen protector for 
phone. New padlock for shed 
Folders and dividers for 
Cemetery records. External 
hard drive for laptop back up. 

£148.55 LGA 1972 s111 

Janet Gobey  Clerk’s salary for March 
2017(including extra hours for 
January and February and 
SnOasis Parish Alliance 
hours). 

£556.63 LGA 1972 s111 

HMRC Tax and NI for quarter ended 
31/3/2017 

£355.93 LGA 1972 s111 

M Sillett Street cleaning £210.00 LGA 1972 s111	 

 
G Sillett 
 

Street cleaning £210.00 LGA 1972 s111 

Hertfordshire County 
Council 

Black sacks for street 
cleaners 

£29.64 LGA 1972 s111 

SALC Action and Business Plan 
Workshop – Steve Plume 

£30.00 LGA 1972 s111 

SALC Clerk’s Networking - Janet 
Gobey 

£19.20 LGA 1972 s111 

SALC Payroll Service – Nov 2016 to 
March 2017 

£45.00 LGA 1972 s111 

Anglian Water Water supply to allotments £40.87 LGA 1972 s111 
Councillors unanimously approved these payments. 
c. To note the Council’s current Financial Report. 
 
BANK BALANCES 30/3/2017 
BUSINESS PREMIUM ACCOUNT - £15,721.86 
COMMUNITY ACCOUNT - £36,826.44 
TOTAL - £52548.34 
 
EXPENDITURE 28/2/17 TO 30/3/17 
£3085.24 cleared cheques (plus uncleared cheques totalling £420) = £3505.24 
INCOME 28/2/17 TO 30/3/17 
£1191.00 
 
EXPENDITURE TO 30/3/17 
£23,838.64 
INCOME TO 30/3/2017 
£35,919.42 
LAST PROJECTED BALANCE AT 31/3/17 
£51,855.30 
 
RESERVES (approved at January 2017 Extraordinary Meeting) 
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General Reserves 
£15500 
Earmarked Reserves 
Purchase of land for Cemetery extension - £12500 
Landscaping, fencing for Cemetery extension - £3000 
Legal fees for Cemetery extension - £3000. 
Cemetery gates - £2500 
Election/referendum costs - £1750 (poll cards, election and count costs). 
Purchase of a defibrillator - £1500 
Purchase of allotment land - £10000 
TOTAL EARMARKED RESERVES - £34250 
TOTAL RESERVES - £49750 
Councillors noted the Financial Report and Cllr. Bowman verified the above bank balance 
figures against the bank statements.  
 
12. Reports 
To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following: 
a. SALC - no report. 
b. Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr. Peters read out the minutes of the latest 
Management Committee meeting. The Hall is in need of repair and upgrading and will 
struggle to find the necessary funds. 
c. Viridor Liaison Committee – nothing to report 
d. Churchyard and Cemetery – to be considered under later Agenda items. 
e. Allotments – Cllr Jones reported that a tap needs replacing and the fences need attention. 
f. Parish Liaison – nothing to report 
g. Suez Liaison Group – Cllr Bowman’s report had already been circulated. 
h. SnOasis Parish Alliance – the Chairman said that no new planning information had been 
received and the deadline had been extended to August. 
 
13. Correspondence 
To note the following items of correspondence and form a response where appropriate: 
3/3/17 LAIS 1396 Housing White Paper 

31/3/2017 BMSDC Call for Sites Publication Letter 

Councillors noted these. 
 
14. Churchyard and Cemetery. 
a. To receive a progress report on the purchase of land for the extension of the Cemetery. 
The Chairman said that he and the Clerk had met the landowners that afternoon. It had been 
agreed that the best way to extend the Cemetery would be to purchase land behind the 
Cemetery, rather than to the side. This would mean less initial costs, as there would be no 
need for a new entrance, less paths to be laid etc. Two possible areas of land had been 
discussed with the landowners, the larger of which would give a 23% increase in capacity 
However, this area is crossed by the footpath which terminates at the edge of the old 
Masons Quarry. For this area to be used for internments, it would be necessary to close or 
divert the footpath. The landowner has said that they would have no objection to this. 
Councillors agreed that this should be investigated. 
ACTION: Clerk 
 
b. To approve the Cemetery Management Policies – internment forms, cemetery 
regulations, cemetery fees and any supporting documentation. 
Councillors agreed the maximum number of burials in a plot should be two, plus sets of 
ashes. 
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The Chairman explained that the Draft Cemetery Management Policies were based on those 
of other local Councils and needed to be agreed so that they could be issued on request and 
published on the website. 
ACTION: Clerk to check if the drawings to show dimensions are now available. 
Councillors agreed that the existing Cemetery fees should continue to be charged with the 
addition for a £200 reopening fee. 
After some discussion, the Chairman proposed that the Draft Cemetery Management 
Policies be adopted. This was approved by Councillors. 
 
c. To consider disposing of the Cemetery shed. 
The Chairman said that the shed was no longer required for storage and was taking up 
space that could be used for internments, so he proposed that it should be disposed of. 
Councillors agreed and felt that £50.00. with the purchaser to remove the shed should be 
charged. Cllr. Peters suggested that the Village Hall Committee might be interested 
ACTION: Cllr. Peters to raise at the next VHMC meeting. 
 
15. Date of next Meeting and any Agenda items for inclusion. 
The next meeting will be the Annual meeting of the Council, on 10th May at 7.00 pm.  The 
Chairman proposed that the Annual Meeting of the Parish should be held on the same day 
at 6.00 pm. Councillors approved this. 
The Chairman asked if Councillors would agree to the meeting being extended by fifteen 
minutes to allow for the business to be completed. All Councillors agreed to this. 
16. To consider excluding the public and press from the Meeting under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) 1960 Act for Agenda Item 17 in the public interest due to the 
confidential nature of the business. 
Councillors agreed to exclude the public and press from the Meeting under the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 1960 Act for Agenda Item 17 in the public interest due to the 
confidential nature of the business. 
 
17. To consider issues relating the previous management of the Cemetery identified in 
Confidential Agenda Paper Cemetery April 2017. 
The Clerk’s confidential report on the Cemetery was issued and discussed by Councillors. 
Councillors agreed unanimously that the actions recommended in the report should be 
actioned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	


