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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE PARISH ROOM, MILL LANE, 

GREAT BLAKENHAM ON WEDNESDAY 13
th

 JUNE 2012 

PRESENT: A. Beckett, R. Edrupt, Mrs S Fairburn, R. Simpson, District Councillors J Field 

and M Blakenham and PCSO Phil Brill 

1.6  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None were received. 

2.6  REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Councillor J. Field’s was laid round at the meeting. 

Councillor M Blakenham reported that the recent planning application for the siting of 4 

gypsy/traveller caravans on land adjacent Runcton Farm on Loraine Way in Bramford had 

been approved subject to conditions, that he will be attending a meeting with Suffolk County 

Council and Babergh and Mid Sufffolk District Councils regarding National Grids proposals 

for the installation of pylons for the Bramford to Twinstead project and that a meeting had 

taken place of the SnOasis Community Alliance to discuss with all the neighbouring parishes 

as to what they would like to see developed on the land if a future planning application was 

submitted. 

3.6 REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER 

PCSO Brill’s report was circulated prior to the meeting.  

4.6  Apologies: Miss L Martin, Mrs P Robinson and P McLauchlan 

5.6  Declarations of interest appropriate to any item on the agenda – None were declared. 

6.6  MINUTES of the meeting of 9
th

 May 2012 were approved and signed. 

7.6  WORKPLAN 

All Parish Councillors present received an update on the outstanding matter. 

8.6  FINANCE 

a. Monthly Payments – It was agreed to sign cheques to the value of £4001.89.  This 

included the payment to Suffolk Police Authority for contributions towards the funding of the 

village PCSO. 

9.6 CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA 

Following a question raised by a resident asking if the Parish Council supported making 

improvements to the play area.  It was agreed that as the Parish Council had no responsibility 

for the management of the play area and that their previously expressed view be that the 

matter is for the Village Hall Management Committee to consider and decide.  

10.6 ALLOTMENTS 

The Chairman reported that a quotation had been received from Barking Engineering for 

£745.00 plus VAT to install a 5m steel counter weight barrier and to level the surface of the 
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driveway, clear greenery and to instruct J Few to deliver a lorry load of type 1 aggregate and 

then to be levelled.  These works were being undertaken to secure the land to the side of the 

allotment site and to tidy and provide some parking provision at the allotment site.  It was 

agreed to accept this quotation from Barking Engineering.  It was also agreed that the resident 

adjacent the driveway to the allotments be notified of these works. 

11.6 SNOASIS 

The Vice Chairman informed Councillors that he had attended a meeting of the SnOasis 

Community Alliance of which all neighbouring parishes had been invited.  The meeting was 

held to give an update on the present status of the site and its owners.  It was felt that if the 

development did not proceed that the SnOasis Community Alliance should have a consensus 

as to what parishes felt should be developed on this site.  It was agreed that representatives go 

away and consult with their Parish Councils. 

12.6 JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 

The Chairman thanked all the Parish Councillors who attended and helped organise a very 

successful event.  Despite the weather conditions the event was very well attended with over 

300 people from the village with their families.  Due to the kind donation received from 

Viridor the event was free to all those who attended with a free barbeque and teas and 

coffees.  The Cycle Speedway and the Kick Boxing group who held demonstrations have 

gained new members.  Special thanks to Bob Fairburn for his cooking abilities at the 

barbeque, Robert Fairburn for the music, Claire Glendinning for clearing up after the event, 

Reg Barton for the delivery of leaflets advertising the event to each household in the village, 

Andy Becket and family for putting up all the bunting and to the Village Hall Committee for 

allowing free use of the Village Hall and Recreation Ground. 

The proceeds from the raffle, £227.11 will be donated to the East Anglia Air Ambulance.  

Again thanks were given to Viridor who provided a raffle prize. 

Having held such a successful event the Chairman asked the Council to give consideration to 

holding a yearly Fete in the summer for the village.  An item will be placed on the next 

agenda for consideration.  

13.6  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

a. The Best Days of Your Life – The Chairman reported that she and the Parish Clerk 

had attended a training session at SALC on ways to improve relationships with the younger 

members of the village.  It was agreed that at the start of the new term in September that the 

Chairman and Clerk contact Claydon High School and arrange to meet with representatives 

of the school to develop ways of integrating with the younger members of the parish. 

b. Suffolk Age UK 4 Communities Day – The Chairman reported that Suffolk Age UK 

were joining forces with local Parish Councils and other organisations to provide information 

about services available to older people locally including local clubs and groups.  The event 

will be held in the Village Hall on 10
th

 July from 10am – 2pm with a free buffet lunch.  The 

Chairman will be giving a small presentation about the Parish Council and how it can assist 

residents. 

    Chairman   Date 


