
GREAT BLAKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE PARISH ROOM, MILL LANE, 
GREAT BLAKENHAM ON WEDNESDAY 9th NOVEMBER 2011 

PRESENT: R. Edrupt, Mrs S Fairburn, P. McLauchlan, Mrs P Robinson, R. Simpson and 
District Councillor M Blakenham  

11.1  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

A member of the public was concerned that some trees were over hanging the Gipping River 
close to J. Few’s land.  The Chairman advised that she will approach the company to ask for 
these to be cut back. 

11.2  REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Councillor J. Field had sent his apologies. 

Councillor M Blakenham will arrive late. 

11.3 REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER 

PCSO Brill’s report is attached. 

11.4  Apologies: Miss L Martin 

11.5  Declarations of interest appropriate to any item on the agenda – None were 
received. 

11.6  MINUTES of the meeting of 12th October 2011 were approved and signed. 

11.7  WORKPLAN 

All Parish Councillors present received an update on the outstanding matters. 

08/06 6.11 – Railway Barriers – A letter had been received from Suffolk County Council’s 
Portfolio Holder for Roads, Transport and Planning, Guy McGregor who expressed his 
concern that the County could not implement any suitable alternative route or ask the train 
operators to change timetables.  

Mr Simpson reported on a meeting he had attended with Councillor Field held by SCC 
regarding traffic levels in Needham Market, especially on Stowmarket Road.  He reported 
that Councillor Field and others present reminded SCC that when the industrial park was 
being considered it was a condition of the planning permission that when a certain number of 
units had been built a road would be installed to take traffic direct from Stowmarket Road to 
the A14.  Due to the number of houses proposed as well as the extension of the industrial site 
further meetings will be arranged.  

11.8  FINANCE 
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a. Monthly Payments – It was agreed to sign cheques to the value of £770.82.  It was 
noted that the invoices from Impact Landscaping and Suffolk Police Authority had not yet 
been received for this month. 

b. Budget 2012/12 – 1st Draft Budget – Councillors were presented with a draft budget 
for the next financial year to be considered at the next meeting in December. 

It was agreed that all Cemetery Fees be increased by £5 - Burials £165, Cremations £115, 
Erection of Headstones £115, Additional Engraving on Headstones £40.  Children upto 12 
years and Stillborn to remain at £50.  All burial fees to be doubled for non residents of Great 
Blakenham. 

It was agreed that Allotment charges be increased to £17 for a 5 rod plot and £34 for a 10 rod 
plot. 

It was agreed that the Chairman’s Allowance be increased to £125 and the Clerk’s Salary to 
be increased by 3% to £10.80 per hour. 

11.9 JUBILEE WORKING PARTY 

The Chairman reported that a meeting had taken place and a number of ideas had been 
considered but no decision made.  It had been agreed that the event takes place on Sunday 3rd 
June 2012 on the Playing Field with use of the Village Hall and this was accepted by the 
Parish Council.  A further meeting had been arranged for Wednesday 16th November 2011. 

11.10 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

a. PCSO Tasking Group – It was agreed that Miss L Martin replace Mrs P Robinson on 
this group. 

b. Crown Court Prosecution – The Chairman gave a verbal report of the proceedings in 
the case of the previous Clerk, Mike Hallett, that had been heard at the Crown Court recently.  
He had been accused of two offences of theft and five offences of false accounting.  The trial 
had lasted 2 weeks and he had been found guilty of two offences of theft and four offences of 
false accounting.  Sentencing had been adjourned until 16th November 2011.  

Meeting closed at 9.30pm 

REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Councillor M Blakenham apologised for his late arrival.  He reported on the reorganisation 
and appointment of the new Chief Executive at the new Babergh/Mid Suffolk District 
Council, the reorganisation of boundaries by the Boundary Commission, the Bramford Waste 
Site, the Pylons to carry the electricity from the offshore wind farms and the routes and the 
proposed converter stations at Bramford Sub Station. 
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